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Good Afternoon. I would like to start by thanking Heartland Community College for this award and Chris 
Downing for nominating me. I would also like to offer my congratulations to all of you upon your 
graduation today. 
 
My journey to Heartland Community College may in some ways sound familiar to some of you. I had 
dreamed of becoming a nurse for as long as I could remember. When I graduated from high school, my 
mother was terminally ill with cancer. It was my decision to postpone my education so I could spend, 
whatever time she had left, with her. She died in February of 1972 at the age of 40. I was just 18 years 
old. 
 
Fast forward 20 years. I’m married, working, and really very happy. However…I always felt a deep down 
disappointment that I hadn’t been able to achieve my dream of becoming a nurse. My husband used to 
regularly encourage me to “take some college courses,” but I felt I was too old, too far removed from 
high school, not smart enough, etc.  
 
 In 1992, I took a position as an Administrative Secretary to the Department Chairs at Heartland. What a 
fortuitous thing this turned out to be for me. Now I was surrounded by educators, people that really 
loved what they did, and those wonderful people encouraged me to “take some courses” too.  I did, and 
what I realized was, I wasn’t too old, too far removed from high school, and I really loved learning. 
 
At that time, the nursing program at Heartland was in its infancy. One of the Department Chairs, for 
whom I worked, was Dr. Sheila Sorrentino, herself a nurse. She was the driving force behind creating this 
program and she encouraged me to apply. To make a long story short, I did apply and was accepted into 
the second class of the nursing program. My husband allowed me to quit working so I could devote 
myself full-time to my education. I will NEVER be able to thank him enough for the unending patience 
and support he gave me EVERY day. I graduated in 1996, with a 4.0 grade point average. It was one of 
the proudest days of my life. 
 
I went on to work at OSF, the McLean County Health Dept., and Carle Clinic. The focus and passion of my 
nursing career was in pediatrics and I was blessed to finally be able to do the work, I ALWAYS felt, I was 
called to do. 
 
In 2010, my husband and I established the David W. and Deborah R. Fedor Nursing Scholarship here at 
Heartland. It has been a real joy for both of us to be able to help, SO FAR, two recipients further their 
goals of becoming nurses. 
 
The message of this story, and what I hope to pass on to all of you today is, not to EVER give up on 
yourself. If you are a non-traditional student as I was, you now know it is NEVER too late to learn, NEVER 
too late to work toward achieving your dream. For those of you lucky enough to start your education 
right out of high school, I hope you are able to reach your goals much sooner than I did.  
 
Congratulations to all of you this graduation day! Be proud of your accomplishments, be proud of 
yourselves. You now know you CAN do it, and you did! 
 
Thank you. 


