
Early Childhood Practitioner Partnership Program 

Speaker: Johnna Darragh-Ernst, Director, Child Development lab 

"Heartland Community College and Illinois State University are partnering to offer a program that's 

called the Early Childhood Professional Practitioner Partnership." 
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Speaker: Johnna Darragh-Ernst 

"One of the things that's very beneficial about the program if you are working more than 15 hours in the 

license program, you qualify for Gateway Scholarships, which pay up to 90% of your tuition, so you can 

enter Heartland as a freshman and have up to 90% of your entire degree through completion at ISU paid 

for.” 
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Speaker: Johnna Darragh-Ernst 

"What the program is, is that students will earn either an Associate's of Art, or an Associate's of Science 

degree at Heartland Community College. During their program, they will take 15 Early Childhood 

Education hours that will directly transfer to Illinois State University. They will also earn their Level 3 

Gateways credential at Heartland Community College and then they will transfer all those hours to 

Illinois State University and enter as juniors into ISU's program.” 
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Speaker: Johnna Darragh-Ernst 

"What ISU is doing is they're offering the last two years of their program at night on the Heartland 

Community College campus. So, one of the things that's ideal is that for working professionals in the 

field who previously weren't able to go over to ISU's campus during the day to take courses, these 

courses will now be accessible online and in the evenings for people to take their classes, so they can 

complete their entire degree program in a convenient and accessible way.”   
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Speaker: Johnna Darragh-Ernst 

“They will exit ISU's program with their professional teaching license with an Early Childhood 

endorsement and be able to teach in pre-school for all classes. They will be able to teach kindergarten; 

they will be able to teach first and second graders.” 
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