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What IS Sustainability?   

 There’s a common misconception that sustainability is only about the environment 

 The term sustainability as we use it today originated with the United Nations Bruntland 

Commission:  “Sustainability or sustainable development is development or advancement that 

meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet 

their own needs”   

 Sustainability is not just about the environment – true sustainability is a three tiered system:  

environmental, social, economic.   

o This model is an example of systems thinking – seeing the world as a collection of 

interconnected systems.  When groups of people, from a tribe to a nation, agree to form 

a government they form a social contract to increase their general welfare.  The reason 

the environment is the largest factor is because the lower the carrying capacity of the 

environment, the lower the common good delivered by the social system and the less 

output the economic system can produce. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Larissa.armstrong@heartland.edu


 

 

What does Sustainability at HCC look like?   

 Sustainability on campus reaches far beyond our Wind Turbine, LEED Buildings and other facility 

upgrades.  It’s integrated into our educational programs and community partnerships.   

 Why is it important to our campus and our institutional priorities of Support Student Success, 

Ensuring Resource Stewardship and Fiscal Responsibility, and Serving as a Community Resource?   

 

 

 

Ensuring Resource Stewardship / Fiscal Responsibility  

 Creating efficient buildings decreases energy use and saves money in the long term  

 Simple adjustments like duplex printing pre-sets and our SharePoint site have a long train of 

benefits:  print less paper -> reduces need for filing -> reduces need for file folders -> reduces 

need for file cabinets -> reduces filing time for staff, etc.   

 



Serving as a Community Resource  

 Actively engaged in Community Sustainability Forum comprised of representatives from at least 

20 area businesses vested in sustainability initiatives  

 Provide education through Community Education and Customized Training classes 

 Support sustainability related initiatives the Town of Normal and City of Bloomington are vested 

in.  Example:  HCC was a stop on the state-wide EV Road Trip, and invited representatives from 

Normal, including the Mayor, to come to the event, promoting Normal’s EV Town initiative.   

 Supporting local food initiatives hosting the Farm Bureau’s Local and Regional Food Summit and 

participating in a task force designed to increase farmer training for Veterans in Illinois 

 

Supporting Student Success  

 The College Campus is a Living Lab  

o Providing students with critical thinking skills and experiential learning  

o Exposing students to things like LEED buildings and the Wind Turbine help them see how 

the College solves problems 

 Students participating in hands-on learning related to the Wind Turbine in the 

form of competent climber training and bird and bat studies.   

 Multiple Faculty members incorporate elements of sustainability into their curriculum.  Not 

limited to Earth Science and Renewable Energy courses.  Students in Criminology, English and 

Economics (to name a few) are taught about sustainability within the context of those 

disciplines.   

 Teaching them to be good stewards.  We model behavior that they absorb and emulate.  We 

support and challenge our students to ensure they are fit to be informed citizens and skilled 

employees ready to take on the social, economic and environmental challenges which lie in wait 

for them. 

 The College’s sustainability efforts contribute to a clean and healthy learning environment  

 

How do we Continue Sustainability Persistence at HCC?  

 Invite the Green Institute into your classroom  

 Use the Green Institute as a resource  

 Let the Green Institute know if you have further professional development interests in this area 

 Because the university is a microcosm of the larger community, the manner in which it carries 

out its daily activities is an important demonstration of ways to achieve environmentally 

responsible living and to reinforce desired values and behaviors in the whole community.  

 Continue to improve our processes   

 Realize that we are all practicing sustainability all the time, not just when you put something in 

the recycle bin, but when you work using only natural light in your office, when you utilize 

SharePoint, when you carpool to work, when you encourage your students to participate in a 

text book swap, to name a few.  Understanding how these actions work in an integrated system 

and the long-term effects of our choices help maintain sustainability’s importance.   



 Green Campuses will succeed based on how clearly campus leaders, movers, shakers, and 

followers perceive the program’s benefits.  These benefits include:   

o Reducing environmental impact 

o Saving $ by reducing waste and conserving energy  

o Contributing to academic excellence through environmental education 

o Instilling campus pride and building morale 

o Improving campus image and creating public relations benefits 

o Improving student, faculty recruitment and retention  

o Creating a healthier learning environment con campus 

o Setting an example for the wider community 

o Catalyzing social change 

o Being relevant 

o Creating hope   

 

 

 


