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A. Some Positives Associated with Using PowerPoint in the Classroom

a. Quickly create legible presentation materials

b. “Democratizes” the communication process (anyone can do it)

c. Displays a logically organized flow of ideas or processes 

i. Chronologically

ii. Order of importance or priority

iii. Item Inclusions in or Exclusions from larger sets
d. Acknowledges only a limited amount of information can be remembered

e. Creates entertaining attention grabbers

f. Allows inclusion of quotes, video, sound, animation, graphics, photos etc.

g. Easy to embed webpage links into slides

h. May better engage visual learners

i. Ultimately an “art form?”

j. May help overcome presentational jitters

k. Helps presenter keep focus

l. May help audience see what’s coming next

m. Helps to convey authority of presenter

n. Software is readily available for faculty and students alike

i. Easy to share materials back and forth via PowerPoint

o. Software represents “one-stop” shopping for several tools (chalk board, flip charts, slide projectors, overhead projectors, audio/video players, and the internet)

p. Student presentations with PowerPoint can be easily saved for portfolio or other later assessment

q. Allows for reinforcing, multi-channeled communication (see and hear, words and pictures)

B. Some Negatives Associated with Using PowerPoint in the Classroom (“Death by PowerPoint”)
a. Original purpose was to market products not educate

b. Truncates ideas or turns them into slogans

c. Why not view original sources and resources

d. Difficult to show more conceptual interrelationships

e. Presenter-focused rather than student-focused

f. May be difficult to obtain student feedback
g. May omit several types of educational exercises
i. Class discussions

ii. Reasoning

iii. Investigation
iv. Questioning authority and/or evidence

h. Low resolution makes some data displays problematic

i. PowerPoint “bells and whistles” may distract from communication not enhance it
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j. Students confuse the tool and its logistics with critical thinking and communication
k. May cause students to “stop taking notes”

l. PowerPoint doesn’t really add anything that can’t already be done with other applications – glorified chalkboard

m. May cause us to edit our information and ideas to conform to the tool.
n. Long run, big picture…might this form of communication “dumb us down?”
o. Less is more vs. less is a bore!

C. Some Basic Tips for Using PowerPoint in an Instructional Setting

a. Stay focused on the students and the material not the technology

b. Keep it substantive, minimize “bells and whistles”

i. Avoid non-substantive audio 

ii. Avoid transitions (e.g. dissolving slides)

c. Don’t read slides verbatim

d. Limit your information per slide and limit your total number of slides 
i. Typically 6 words per line, 6 lines per slide

e. Consider students with disabilities when selecting color, font size, and any audio or visual.

i. Typically light letters (Yellow) on dark background or visa versa

ii. Avoid Red and Dark Greens (tend to visually bleed into other colors) and avoid italics

iii. 32 pt. font size, mix upper and lower case letters

f. Rehearse to test both equipment and “readability” of slides

g. People remember images but images detract from text…use an appropriate, focused balance
h. Dim only the lights you need to dim, and dim them only as much as you need to.

i. Templates and clip art are widely available for free online.  Don’t feel you’re stuck with the pre-existing software options.

j. Think of ways to use PowerPoint in an interactive, student centered fashion.
i. Information sharing

ii. Discussion Questions

iii. Blank Slides 

iv. Connections to online materials/simulations/exercises
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k. Think about using PowerPoint with Classroom Assessment Techniques

i. Stop to write “muddiest point”

ii. Incorporate quick quizzes for student to write and for you to collect

iii. Use to deliver many types of questions to students for writing and/or oral discussion.

iv. Have students react to a stimulus (quote, picture, audio clip, video clip)

v. Use PowerPoint to have students develop outlines and concept maps

l. Shouldn’t be viewed as a way simply to cover more material…think about student learning

m. Remember to pay homage to copyright laws and proper documentation

n. Review and edit publisher PowerPoint presentations that accompany course texts before using them

o. Don’t use PowerPoint as a “stand alone” communication tool…use it in conjunction with other tools (e.g. handouts, email, etc.)
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