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Campus Challenge: Reining in the High Cost of College Textbooks While Continuing to Provide 

Quality Educational Opportunities 

The GAO found that between 2002 and 2012 the price of new textbooks rose 82% -- 3 times the rate of 

inflation.  Since 1978 textbook costs have increased 812% according to the BLS.  Estimates of 

students’ spend on course materials range from $655/year to $1,200/year.  A 2011 survey found 7 in 10 

undergraduates had not purchased a textbook at least once because of the cost.  78% of those 

students expected to perform worse in those classes, even though they shared or borrowed the 

textbook. 

Tools & Faculty Cost Reducing Practices and Suggestions:  

o Textbook Price Comparison Wheel: http://adoption.akademos.com/  

o Know the cost to students before selecting a textbook. 

o Choose texts that have a high probability of being available as “used.” 

o Use textbooks that provide free student resources websites including labs. 

o Do not choose textbooks that have a short revision schedule. 

o Do not “Require” a text that will not be used extensively in the course. 

o Consider using a collaborative process for textbook selection that involves all who 

teach the course. 

o Consider using the same required texts for each section of a course, when possible. 

o Use e-books  

o Let the students pick which format they want. 

o Instruct students on “how to shop around”. 

o Contact publisher to request price reductions before making decisions. 

o Use older edition of textbooks instead of current one. 

Free Books: 

o Free college textbooks http://openstaxcollege.org/    

o Free eBooks including college textbooks http://bookboon.com/  

Open Educational Resources:  

o http://www.oercommons.org/  

o http://opencourselibrary.org/  

o http://nrocmath.org/ (Developmental Math content) 

o http://www.merlot.org/merlot/index.htm  

o http://www.jisc.ac.uk/ (digital technologies for education and research) 

o http://www.open.edu/openlearn/   

o http://wikieducator.org/Main_Page  

o https://www.khanacademy.org/  

o http://en.wikiversity.org/wiki/Wikiversity:Main_Page   

o http://www.ted.com/talks  
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