
 
Philosophy of Grades 
 
The Heartland Community College grading philosophy grows out of our vision of 
educational excellence. This common philosophy provides a framework for each 
academic division and instructor as they establish their own individual course grading 
system, evaluation methods, and course policies using the shared general rubrics for letter 
grades given below.  
 
Letter grades serve as a vehicle to promote meaningful evaluation of student 
achievement, to inform students of academic progress, and, as necessary, to improve 
student performance, habits, and practices. Using a letter grade as a prerequisite for 
subsequent courses means we believe that the grade was assigned through a conscious 
judgment about a student’s readiness to proceed to more advanced study.  
 
At Heartland, students’ academic achievement is measured by their mastery of course 
objectives and content. We challenge students to meet these recognized standards of 
achievement and we assign grades based on their success in doing so. Simply stated, we 
believe that the responsibility for academic achievement rests with the student and that  
holding students responsible for their learning promotes their academic growth.  
 

Letter Grade Rubrics 
 
“A”  This grade represents consistently outstanding performance that demonstrates 
superior understanding and skillful use of important course concepts.  Performance at this 
level signifies that the student is extremely well prepared to continue with more advanced 
study of the subject.   
 
“B”   This grade represents performance significantly beyond the level necessary to 
achieve the course objectives.  Work is of high quality but not consistently at an 
outstanding level.  Performance at this level signifies that the student is well prepared to 
continue with more advanced study of the subject.   
 
“C”  This grade represents an acceptable achievement of the course objectives.  
Performance at this level signifies that the student is reasonably well prepared to continue 
with more advanced study of the subject.   
 
“D” This grade represents less than adequate performance.  It signifies questionable 
readiness to proceed with more advanced study of the subject.   
 
“F” This grade reflects unacceptable performance. The student is not yet ready to 
proceed with more advanced study of the subject, and must repeat the course successfully 
to receive credit.   
 
 
 


